
BYLAWS

OF

NORTH COAST VETTES

ARTICLE I

Section 1: NAME

The name of the Corvette Club shall be NORTH COAST VETTES; hereafter referred to as the North Coast Vettes, NCV, or the Club.  The Club is a non-profit corporation, incorporated in the State of California, in the City of Carlsbad.  The Bylaws have been amended as of November 5, 2019 deleting requirement to email Newsletter to other clubs, past due fee for club membership and fee for additional badges.
Section 2: PURPOSE

The purpose of the Club shall be to plan, schedule and execute trips, events, and social activities for Club Members, to provide and regulate events and exhibitions of Corvette owners, to encourage careful and skillful driving on public highways, and to support various local charitable organizations by members donating time, energy and resources. All donations made to this 501 (c) (7) corporation are not tax                   deductible.  This corporation definition prohibits any tax deductions.
Section 3: NON-DISCRIMINATION
North Coast Vettes does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, gender expression, age, national origin, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status in any of its activities or operations.  These activities include, but are not limited to election, appointment or dismissal of representatives to the Board of Directors, approval of individuals for membership, attendance and participation at club meetings and club sponsored events.  We are committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members, vendors, and visitors.

ARTICLE II

Section 1: MEMBERS

There shall be two Classes of Membership.

Active Member.  Any person 18 years or older with a valid driver’s license that owns a Corvette and has paid the Club’s annual dues.  Every individual member is required to own a Corvette.  Members joining as a couple are required to own one Corvette but must pay dues for each member.
Honorary Member.  Any person who has commended himself/herself to Club esteem and has been elected by a majority vote of the Board of Directors is entitled annually to all club privileges but may not hold an office or vote.  They do not pay Club dues.

Section 2: QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Any person desiring membership in the Club who meets the criteria of an Active Member as stated in Article II, Section 1 shall attend two General Meetings and one non-paid event as a guest.  After meeting the initial criteria, the Membership Chairperson will provide him/her with an application form and Release and Waiver of Liability, Assumption of Risk and Indemnity Agreement Form which will be completed by the applicant and returned to the Membership Chairperson along with payment of dues, prorated 
according to the guidelines in Article II, Section 3. Payment of initial dues will result in a membership badge issued to the member.  Replacement of the badge due to loss, new car or other reasons will result in $15 charge to the member.  The fee can change from time to time based on a vote by the membership.
Section 3: PAYMENT OF DUES

Annual dues for active members shall be assessed by the Club in the amount proposed by the Board of Directors and voted on for approval by two-thirds of the members in attendance at the General Meeting. 

The annual dues of active members shall be payable not later than the February meeting.  Any member paying after the February meeting date will be assessed a late charge fee of $20 which the club members can change from time to time.  Annual Dues for new members shall be assessed at a prorated annual dues rate, calculated at 1/12 times the number of remaining months until January 1, including any portion of a month.

Section 4: PRIVILEGES

Active Members are entitled to all Club privileges, such as participation in all NCV planned trips, events and social activities as well as the operation of the club itself.

Section 5: EXPULSION

Any active member may be expelled for an infraction of these by-laws or such other causes as may be determined by a majority of the Board of Directors as being in the best interest of the Club.  However, before such action is taken, the member shall have the opportunity to submit, in writing or in person, his/her position on any charge of which he/she has been notified.  After the hearing and the majority of the Board of Directors still vote for expulsion, the Treasurer shall refund the unexpired portion of the expelled member’s dues, rounding to the nearest whole dollar, and the Membership Chairperson shall delete the member’s name from the Membership Roster.
Section 6: TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP/REINSTATEMENT
A member may terminate his/her membership by submitting a letter of resignation to the Membership Chairperson. The unexpired portion of the resigning member's dues shall not be refunded and their name shall be deleted from the membership rolls by the Membership Chairperson.
Reinstatement of membership requires a letter to NCV Board of Directors from the previous member.  The Board will review and notify the prospective member if/when approved.  A similar process will be used for members that resign from a committee and wish to rejoin the committee. 
Section 7: REIMBURSEMENT POLICY

All services or items procured or contracted for by a Club Member shall have the specific approval of at least two members of the Board of Directors. For reimbursement of an authorized purchase, the Club Member must have a valid receipt and the Treasurer shall make payment with a NCV Club check. Any Club member without specific approval of at least two members of the Board of Directors shall be liable for the service or items personally procured. 

Section 8: SPONORSHIP

The North Coast Vettes Sponsor has been designated as Premier Chevrolet of Carlsbad by the Board of Directors.  Premier Chevrolet shall contribute to the financial support of the Club and shall be entitled to the privileges of a Club Member, excluding voting rights.  The Sponsor shall provide all Club Members with a discount on parts and labor (excluding the body shop).  Club Members shall be recognized for the discount by displaying their Club Name Tag.  Any North Coast Vettes Club affiliated negotiations with the Sponsor are reserved for the Board of Directors and/or designee. 
ARTICLE III

Section 1: ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the members shall be held each year on a date set by the Board of Directors for the installation of newly elected officers, appointment of committee chairpersons, and recognition of outgoing officers and committee chairpersons.  The annual meeting may be included as part of the Club Christmas Party.

Section 2: GENERAL MEETINGS

General Meetings shall be held monthly on the date and time determined by the Board of Directors with a vote and approval by a majority of the Members in attendance.  The notice of General Meetings, stating the place, day, hour and purpose of the meeting shall be delivered by a method determined by the Board of Directors. Methods considered are club newsletter, Club’s website, and regular or electronic mail service.

Section 3: SPECIAL MEETINGS

In addition to any provision of the bylaws, Special Meetings of the membership may be called by the President or by a majority of the Board of Directors.  A notice of Special Meetings shall be delivered by the most expeditious form listed in Section 2 of Article III.  The notice shall include the day, time, place and purpose.

Section 4: BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETINGS

There shall be a Board of Directors meeting in December to provide orientation and turnover to the newly elected Board of Directors as listed in Article IV Section 2.  The newly appointed Board of Directors shall meet within 30 days of installation.  The President or Board Member may request additional meetings, as necessary. They will meet at a designated and agreed upon time and place. The Board of Directors Meeting shall be open to all Club members to discuss an issue they want to submit to the Board.

Section 5: QUORUM

For Sections 1-3 of Article III, a quorum is defined as the members in attendance.  For Section 4 of Article III, a quorum is defined as 4 of the 7 Officers.
Section 6: VOTING

All actions, except amendment of these by-laws, setting of dues and forfeiture of office shall be by a majority of those Active Members present and voting at a General Meeting.  Except as hereafter provided, voting by proxy or absentee ballot shall not be allowed except with the approval of the majority of the Board of Directors in accordance with the rules they prescribe and with notice to members.

ARTICLE IV

Section 1: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors shall consist of all elected Officers, selected from within the current list of active members.

Section 2: OFFICERS 

Active Members shall elect seven (7) Officers from within the Active Members to serve as President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Activity Chairperson, Membership Chairperson, and Newsletter Editor.  

Officers shall be elected to a one-year term.  An Officer may serve one or more consecutive terms in the same office or a different office if duly elected except as follows:
The President will serve a maximum of three years.  If there are no nominations for President AND the current President has reached the three year term limit AND the current President agrees, the term limit will be waived for one year and the President will remain in office for the next year.  This waiver may be exercised in successive years if there are no nominations.
Section 3: FORFEITURE OF OFFICE

Any Officer who has three unexcused meetings may be requested by the Board of Directors to forfeit the Office.  An excused meeting shall be one in which another Officer is notified of the valid excuse before the meeting.  Any Officer unable to attend a General Meeting should arrange in advance for another Board or Club Member to act in his or her place. In addition, the Club members shall have the power to impeach any officer not performing the assigned duties. This action can be accomplished by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present at a General Meeting.

Any Officer that no longer meets the criteria of an Active Member as stated in Article II, Section 1, will forfeit their office.
Section 4: NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS
Nominations for all Officers listed in this Article IV Section 2 shall be held during the General Meeting in October. Club Members in attendance shall make nominations from the floor. A member must be present when nominated at the meeting, except if the member has filed a written affidavit with the President before the nomination meeting, stating that the member will serve in a specific office if elected. For any uncontested office to which there is a single qualified nominee, that candidate shall be deemed elected by unanimous acclamation, at the close of nominations. The President is not allowed to nominate candidates and the nominations will be in the order of succession as listed in Article IV Section 2.
Section 5: ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Election of Officers shall be held during the General Meeting in November.  Every position listed in Article IV Section 2 shall be filled.  The position of President, Secretary and Treasure are mandatory positions that must be filled to satisfy the rules and regulations for an Incorporated, Non-profit Corporation in the State of California. All contested positions will be handled by secret ballot and the final ballot results will be counted by the Secretary and Treasurer (or their designees).  New officers shall attend the Board of Directors Meeting in December and receive orientation from the outgoing officers. Newly elected officers will assume their duties in January, the year immediately following their election.

Section 6: RESIGNATION/VACANCIES OF OFFICERS

When an Office becomes vacant and the balance of the term is more than six (6) months, the vacancy shall be announced and filled by conducting a special election during the next General Meeting.  At that General Meeting, the active members in attendance will nominate an active member(s) from the current roster, get the candidate’s acceptance and approve the nomination through the secret ballot process or unanimous acclimation if uncontested. If the balance of the term is less than six (6) months the President can appoint a replacement, with the acceptance of the candidate and ratification by the Board of Directors. In the case the office of President should become vacant, the Vice-President shall assume the position for the remaining balance of the term, and the office of Vice-President shall then be considered the vacant office.  Should the Vice President decline the position of President, then the Office of President will be declared vacant and will go through the special election process described in this paragraph
                                                ARTICLE V
Section 1: DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT

The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of North Coast Vettes.  He/she shall preside at the meetings listed in Article III, Section 1 through 4 and exercise all of the authority and responsibility of the position. He/she shall see that the affairs and business of the North Coasts Vettes are being properly conducted in accordance with these bylaws. The President shall acknowledge the introduction of all guests by the Membership Chairperson and respond to any/all questions.  He/she shall introduce guest speakers.  The President shall have bank permissions to sign checks for payment of moneys from the Club’s accounts, in absences of the Treasurer. The President shall provide assistance to all committee chairpersons, as required.  He/she shall call Special Meetings when the need arises, or at the Board of Directors request.  The President may call Special Meetings of the members under the provisions of Article III.    He/she shall not vote at meetings except in cases of a tie, and then shall cast the deciding vote. The President shall neither make nor second any motion. 

Section 2: DUTIES OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT

The Vice President shall be the Chief Operating Officer of North Coast Vettes.  He/she shall attend the meetings mentioned in Article III, Section 1 through 4. He/she shall assist the President with the discharge of the presidential duties.  He/she shall attend the General and Board of Directors Meetings and any Special Meetings of the Club.  In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall perform the functions and duties of the President. After the General Meeting is adjourned, the Vice President, along with the Membership Chairperson, will approach the guest(s) introduced by the Membership Chairperson.  They shall provide the guest with the Club’s web address to access the newsletter, information regarding the time and location of general meetings, respond to any/all questions and provide any other miscellaneous information they seek. 

Section 3: DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY

The Secretary shall attend the meetings listed in Article III, Section 1 through 4 and record the minutes to include the results of votes and motions acted on at meetings.  He/she shall answer all correspondence in accordance with instructions given by the President.  The Secretary shall submit a copy of the minutes of all the meetings, monthly to the Newsletter Editor for publication in the newsletter.  The Secretary shall have custody of the Club’s records and maintain them.  In absence of the Secretary from any of the said Meetings, the presiding officer pro tem shall choose a Secretary.  The Secretary and Treasurer (or their designees) will be responsible for counting ballots when there is a contested election.
Section 4: DUTIES OF THE TREASURER

The Treasurer shall be the Chief Financial Officer of North Coast Vettes.  He/she shall attend the meetings mentioned in Article III, Section 1 through 4. The Treasurer shall, subject to such conditions and restrictions as may be made by the Board of Directors, have custody of all monies, debts, and obligations belonging to the Club.  He/she shall receive all monies of the Club, deposit the same in the Club bank account and keep all checking accounts current and balanced. The Treasurer shall receive all bills and debts incurred on behalf North Coast Vettes and write checks from the Club account. The Board of Directors shall approve the consummation of withdrawals or obligatory transactions, such as contracts, drafts, or notes.  The Board of Directors may obtain a Fidelity Bond or Certificate of Deposit (CD) at Club expense if Club funds are of an amount sufficient enough to make a bond or CD desirable.  The Treasurer shall file a report on the financial status of the Club at the Annual Meeting and General Meetings, and if so requested at any other meeting of the Board of Directors.  He/she will keep an accurate account of the current membership, as provided by the Membership Chairperson, so notices for dues and dues renewal can be accurately submitted. The Treasurer without the specific approval of the Board of Directors shall incur no obligation, debt or other liability.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for: (1) maintaining relations with the bank holding the Club’s checking account, (2) filing all forms necessary with the California Secretary of State, and (3) any required form filings with the California Franchise Tax Board and Internal Revenue Service.  The Treasurer shall conduct an audit of the Treasurer's books at the end of his/her term of office, together with the incoming Treasurer and a third party appointed by the President and agreed upon by the Board.  The Secretary and Treasurer (or their designees) will be responsible for counting ballots when there is a contested election.
Section 5: DUTIES OF THE ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON

The Activity Chairperson shall attend the meetings mentioned in Article III, Section 1 through 4.  He/She shall be NCVs point of contact between North Coast Vettes and surrounding Corvette Clubs.  He/she shall announce the activities/events provided by these Clubs at the General Meeting.  The Chairperson shall also announce the activities/events proposed by any NCV Member at the General Meeting and appoint a member to chair and execute the event. He/she shall solicit interest in attending the activities/events from members in attendance.  The Activity Chairperson shall provide the Newsletter Chairperson a list of the upcoming NCV and other Club activities/events as well as other information he/she deems of interest to Club Members for publication in the monthly newsletter.  He/she may also send fliers/notices of Club activities/events to all members on the roster provided by the Membership Chairperson.  The Activities Chairperson will send these fliers/notices by mail or electronic mail.  If the Chairperson is not able to attend the activity/event, he/she shall appoint an associate to chair the event.  The Activities Chairperson or his/her designated associate will provide a report on the event along with pictures for incorporation into the Newsletter.

Section 6: DUTIES OF THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON

The Membership Chairperson shall attend the meetings listed in Article III, Section 1 through 4. The Chairperson shall keep an up-to-date roster of all Club members.  A copy of this roster will be provided to the Board of Directors to ensure proper billing is submitted and that all members receive the Newsletter and flyers on NCV activities/events.  He/she shall provide a sign in sheet for members attending General Meetings, Special Meetings and Board of Directors Meetings. The Chairperson will also provide a sign in sheet for visitors attending the general meeting.  He/she will introduce the visitors at the meeting.  After the meeting is adjourned, the Chairperson, along with the Vice President, will approach the guest, provide the Club’s web address for access to the Newsletter, and discuss the purpose of our Club.  When the member candidate has met the membership criteria in Article II, Section 2 the Chairperson shall introduce the candidate for membership.
Section 7: DUTIES OF THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

The Newsletter Editor shall attend the meetings listed in Article III, Section 1 through 4. The Editor shall receive a copy of the Minutes from the Secretary, an update to the Membership roster from the Membership Chair and an article from the Activities Chairperson on the previous month’s events and put them in the Newsletter. In addition, the Editor will gather other articles, pictures and special interest stories and include them in the newsletter.  The current newsletter will be available at all meetings.  The method for delivery of the newsletter to Members shall be by any method approved by the Board of Directors.  Delivery methods may include, but not limited to, mailing, electronic mail, posting on Club’s website or personal delivery at meetings.

   ARTICLE VI

Section 1: APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

The President shall appoint committees as he/she deems required from time to time and shall outline the duties and responsibilities of such committees. All reports of action taken by a committee must be voted by a majority of the entire committee.  The Committee Chairperson shall provide the current status of the committee’s progress toward the assigned duties and responsibilities to the Board of Directors at a designated Board of Directors Meeting or General Meetings as appropriate.  A final report shall be submitted to the Board of Directors that includes resolution, recommendation, highlights of the success, as well as lessons learned to make the job easier for the next Committee Chairperson.  Committee leaders are encouraged to attend Board Meetings as a non-voting participant.
ARTICLE VII

Section 1: OPERATING YEAR

NCV shall operate under the calendar year, January through December, as adopted by the Board of Directors.  A corporate resolution setting forth the calendar year will be kept in the corporate minute book by the Secretary. 

ARTICLE VIII

Section 1: BYLAWS

The Board of Directors shall make all determinations as to the interpretation, meaning and/or intent of any provision of this document. The bylaws of North Coast Vettes shall not be in conflict with Federal or State laws.  In the event of a conflict with any section of any article, the Federal and State law shall prevail.
Section 2: AMMENDMENT TO THE BYLAWS

The Board of Directors of the Club, or any ten Active Members in good standing, by written proposals submitted to the Secretary, may propose an Amendment to these bylaws.  Upon such proposal being made, a copy thereof shall be included in the notice of the next General Meeting.  If two-thirds of the active members attending the General Meeting vote in favor of the proposal, the proposed amendment shall thereby be approved and adopted.

ARTICLE IX
Section 1: PERSONAL LIABILITY
All persons or corporations extending credit to, contracting with, or having any claim against the Club or its Board of Directors, shall look only to the funds and property of the Club for payment of any such contact or claim or payment of any debt, damage, judgment, decree or any other money that may otherwise become due or payable to them from the Club or Board of Directors, so that neither the members of the Club, nor the Board of Directors, present past or future, shall be personally liable.

Section 2: ENCUMBERANCES
No Officer of the Club can encumber the Club without approval of the Board of Directors.

Section 3: RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
All Active Members in the Club shall sign a Release and Waiver of Liability, Assumption  of Risk and Indemnity Agreement Form when they join the Club according to the guidelines in Article II Section 2 and/or when they submit their renewal form according to the guidelines in Article II, Section 3.  The purpose of this form is to release The North Coast Vettes and all Releasees from all liability that arises as a result of their participation in Club Events.
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